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first elections Zaghlul and his party were returned by an immense
majority and he proceeded to form a Government.
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But another storm was now blowing up. The Egyptians who had
accepted without demur the decision of the Milner Mission ihat there
should be no disturbance of the status quo in the Sudan, had now dis-
covered that the maintenance of their rights in that region was an
essential part of their sovereignty and professed to believe that these
rights were threatened. If ever there was a question on which it was
wise to let sleeping dogs lie it was that of the Sudan. British effort
had reconquered that country and prevented it from being a menace
to Egypt; British officials administered it with remarkable success;
Egyptians seldom went there and were reluctant to settle or serve
there. Egyptian rights seemed sufficiently acknowledged in the
fact that the British and Egyptian flags flew together in the Sudan,
The Egyptians could make a de jure case from past history, but the
de facto situation rested on British rule and British enterprise, and, if
it were disturbed at all it could certainly not be by diminishing British
authority.
All this seemed like common sense, but the Sudan was now on the
banner of the Nationalist party and the cry that the British were going
to filch the Sudan swept through Egypt, producing a new fanatical
movement which Zaghlul, being unable to control, was obliged to
lead. He had built high hopes on the return of the Labour party
to power in England, but when he came to London in October,
1924, he found the Prime Minister, Ramsay MacDonald, as firm on
the Sudan question as any of his predecessors and returned to Cairo
in an angry mood. Feeling rose high among the extremists, and on
November 19 Sir Lee Stack, the Governor-General of the Sudan, who
happened to be visiting Cairo, was assassinated in the public streets.
Confusion and bitterness followed. The British Government were
bound to take strong measures for the suppression of the murder gang
in Egypt, but in requiring the withdrawal of Egyptian officers and
units from the Sudan and threatening to divert the Nile for the irriga-
tion of the Sudan cotton plantations, it alarmed moderate Egyptians
and appeared to justify what the extremists had alleged about British
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